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B.C. discriminated against
autistic kids, judge rules

The province failed e
to ‘provide treatment ot
to ameliorate their
mental dizability.”

By NEAL HALL

The H.L. government dis-
criminated against four chil-
dren with autiss who were de
nled funding for am early inter-
vemtion treatmnent proyzram that
fosds up e ayear, a BiC
Supeeme Court |udge has nuded.

Justice Marion Allen also
fisand the povermment's Failure
1o prowvide effective treatment
for the auistic children viclat-
ed their rights usder Canada’s
Charter of Rights and Free-
doms.

“The petitiores ane 1B vic-
tivs ol the government's faikare
4] I-:*n:r[nrrrndil.-e them by Giling
o proreidi Ereabmuent b ansssisn-
raeg chelr mental disabdliog™ the
judpe concladed in a G6-page
wrilten jadgment, which was
|:||.|l:-.Iu'J}- released Thursday

The judpe Fremd thal dutisen,
a neues-hehsvioural syndeoms

= ragsed by a dysfunciion in the
codiral mervous system, “is g
medical disabality just as cancer
is ang ... bath require treat-

e .

“I'm thrilled,” sald Sabrina
Freeman, the mother af
Mlichelle Tamir, ane af th fous
|_']|i||drt|| whi L:hm'mhr.-d @ begal
sction B pUVETnmETL
in Wﬂﬂﬁrr Ihf'uf.'-rl.'rwu L]
pay the high cosr of the treat-
e,

=1 thirk fi's a very pood deci-
sicm for childnen acnoe Cana-
da,” she added. *[ was partico-
llrh. |'|.=|:||:n'.I ihat the judge found
it Learly imtervention insatment |
la & medically necessary ser-
vice This l.l.llrmlhl il accessi-
ble g evervbody, regardless af
| naz e, ”

Freeman, a Langley sociolo- = Y
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SEE CHILISREN, K2 MAKING PROGRESS: Six vear-nld Ason Lewis bas some fun with his mother, Jean, whois & spokeswormas for panents with autiste children.

CHILDEEN from hi

Paying for treatment has bankruptr:d some parents

e ra —pete e o L SRR g (GRS 8 o

asking the rnment for years to pay The judpe decided the issae of Lewis, a direcior nf}'E.'LT of the  The ||JIH:||! lltlltd rh-: arents of the

thie cost of Autism Treatminl, an  whether the merd ibowld b ar-  court raling. She hopes the rmment  children invalved uit report-

inbemsbve early I.1'|rﬂ'|:|:|'|l.-|:|:n rem  dered to pay the oot of past and fubare  will do the right thing and pay for all  ed damatic Impll"l:l'\'l:rI:IE'I:I1!--I.l1l:| waibrstam-

:PW Lovaas treaiment will be devided at an-  sutistic chaldinen who need Loeaas treal-  1ial in commaracation and |-
m'rr—:ln-um1hrnw lrrd-mlh ol Bearing. likely in the Gl menl, it just the foar wha won the Fﬁ:ﬂ IIs.

bcm'nen lﬂ!ﬁﬂmﬂlﬁr 'I'm hnplng agres tothe fand-  threc-week artle, wihich was heard Ty before the legal action was

P'mem.l‘:dn;i:l.erl!h:h: Eeegan “m'lhnhupmﬁm}n last April heard in oo, Geelchen Brewin, mines
Livegad trestmend m 9T, was able 16 e Chris Hinksan, whss The parenis of smistic childeen who  ter for childeen and famdies, announced
te7 kindergarten in 1993 with & full-time i:nl:rd satkstic children and their  belong to FEAT fiked in court an en-  a SL.1-million early behavioural inter-
aide and now is in a regular Grade 6 parents. dorsemeznt of Lovaas Sutiem Treatment  vention pilol project for children with
s poscan, About 150 familics i BC, are doing Emﬂmrlmmmnd it highly aurism.

Thee girl was unable to talk before  Lovaas therapy and having to doot the e The pilot project — part of $%-million
treatment and now does well in math  bill themselves, which has bankrupted Erpmw:-ﬁnn Mew York  packape ssmounced by Browin for essl
wmﬂw h.p.ldiﬂ‘m!.l SOPME presls, and Callfornia were also called & wit-  childhoosd healih d-n'el |—'l.

in language studi Other families, including a University  messes to testify about the benefits of receive a total of $814 m

Fed wp with lack of funding I:I1I:| af B.LC. professor, have chosen to move  Lovaas early inlervention treatment,  and will exassing & nm !h-:'r-l
ernment imaction, the parents u{g 1o Albserta, which covers the cost of Lo which was developed by an American,  including Lovass, fo m
children — Tamdr, Consor Auton, Jor-  vaas therapy. The therapy helps Inte- D Liwvass, in 990 after be noticed autis-  tosic
don Lefaivre and Russell l'n-'nr—pc- grate children into regular school class-  tic children do not learn from their S Cowrr Rrgornar
titdamed the court by order th Crown o o by afgnificanily improving :IH: fume-  everyday sovircnmen! and seeded a rea il et o

i .



